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The God Who Is There 
 
And he humbled you and let you hunger and fed you with manna, which you did not know, nor did your 
fathers know, that he might make you know that man does not live by bread alone, but man lives by every 
word that comes from the mouth of the Lord. —Deuteronomy 8:3  
 

After crossing the Red Sea, Israel was like a toddler learning to walk by faith. Newfound freedom is a 
puzzling thing. With all its restraints, slavery at least made life predictable. You knew what to expect, even if it 
wasn’t pleasant. God’s children were free at last—now what? 

Life has its ordinary rhythms and daily demands—like food. Not many days into their wilderness journey, 
God’s children became hungry, and looking around found nothing to eat. Unlike the Nile Valley, the wilderness 
produced no food, so in a characteristically human way, Israel forgot the power that delivered them. But just as 
He had delivered them from slavery, God would sustain them in their newfound freedom. 

A most astounding thing happened. Through some incomprehensible process, God turned the morning 
dew into daily bread. Walking out in the morning, God’s people saw a blanket of white on the ground, but 
instead of the usual dampness, they found bread that they could gather and feed on each day. Which is exactly 
what they did for the next 40 years. Israel’s mighty Deliverer became their faithful provider. 

But some things need to be dealt with now. Thirst, for instance. We can live a month with no food, but 
without water, we die in days. Water is life. Wandering in the desert heat is thirsty work, and when they found no 
local springs, Israel began to panic. Focused on creation, instead of its Creator, they started to complain and 
accuse God of wanting them to die. 

But God wants His people to live, and the Creator of all things is not short of resources. God brought 
water from the most unlikely of places. At God’s command, Moses struck a rock with the staff he used at the 
Red Sea. Now, just like then, God wants His people to learn that life comes from Him. The source of all we need 
is not the world we live on but the One who created it. But we need God’s help to learn to look to Him. 

Like the fallen world we live in, the wilderness was a hostile place. God’s people have always been 
feared and hated, so not surprisingly, right after they received the manna and the water, Israel came under 
attack. The nomadic Amalekites of southern Canaan came raiding. Unlike the blind forces of nature, attack is 
personal. Amalek wanted Israel dead.  

But as always, the battle belongs to the Lord. As the battle raged, whenever Moses lifted up the staff of 
God, Israel’s army prevailed over their enemies. The lesson is clear. Victory comes from God, and His people 
are safe, when we look to the Lord. Israel had to learn that the One who delivered them was committed to taking 
care of them. They could trust Him for everything. That’s what He was teaching them to do. 

The Christian walk is as much a work of God as the new birth. It is the power of God that holds us up—
not our own strength. It is His hand that directs us—not our will or wisdom. Walking with Christ means learning 
to look to Him at all times for everything. Paul brings this lesson home, when he asks, “Are you so foolish? 
Having begun by the Spirit, are you now being perfected by the flesh (Galatians 3:3)?  

As with Israel, so with us. That’s not how life works. 
 

Prayer for Northpoint: Pray for faith at Northpoint. We have a solid grasp on the contents of the Christian faith, but 
learning to operate by faith in God is a process that requires challenge and difficulty. Left to ourselves, we 
Christians will try to accomplish God’s work for Him. Ask God to do a work in us that enables us to look to Him 
to accomplish His work through us. 

Prayer for the United States: This is an election year in a time of increasing division on our culture. An increasing 
percentage of people see freedom as the opportunity to live in opposition to the truth and standards of God’s 
Word. Ask God to do a work in His Church at this time to shine the light of His truth, raise the standard of His 
righteousness, and live the beauty of His love in our land at this time. As God to use us to transform our culture. 

Prayer for the World: God is clearly up to something in the Muslim world. Like Pastor Saed, imprisoned in Iran, 
God is leading many Muslims to faith in Jesus Christ through visions and exposure to Scripture. As with the 
early Church, persecution is driving many new Christians throughout the world. Ask God to bring new life 
throughout the world, as He spreads the Gospel in new regions through these new believers. 



Prayer in Support of Ministry: 
 Ministry of the Word: Ask God to teach us to understand, receive, and extend His forgiveness. 
 Mentoring Ex-Cons: Pray for workers to reach out to those leaving prison with the truth and love of Christ. 
 Missions: Pray for God to work in and through our coming ministries in Tuba City, Barcelona, Alaska, 

Ethiopia, and the Relay for Life. 
 Prayer: Ask God to increase and deepen prayer in our congregation to seek Him in faith for all things. 
 Vacation Bible School: Pray that God will call and equip the perfect team of leaders to form Jesus Christ into 

young lives during VBS week, July 7-11. 
 Summer Camps: Ask God to attend the summer camps for our students and speak His truth into their lives. 
 Graduations: Commit our graduates into God’s guiding care, as they move into the next phase of life. 

 


