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The Mark of God’s People 
 
Hope does not put us to shame, because God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy 
Spirit who has been given to us.   –Romans 5:5 
 

God has been present in creation from day one, when the Spirit of God was hovering over the surface of 
the waters (Genesis 1:2). His love also was evident as He made sure that everything He made was very good, 
created man in His image, then gave His creation to us. God’s fellowship with Adam and Eve in Eden reveals 
His delight in sharing everything with Mankind—the crown of His creation. Especially Himself. Man’s true loss at 
the fall was fellowship with the God of love. 

God’s presence with His people has always been evident. Laban saw God’s blessing on Jacob. Joseph 
succeeded in every circumstance, because the Lord was with him. The Canaanites quaked with fear as Israel 
entered the land. They had heard what God had done to Egypt. God’s people bear the mark of His presence. 

In the Old Testament, God appeared among His people in a pillar of cloud and fire that led the way, 
wherever they went. Ultimately, the temple became the place where it resided, and God’s power and loving 
protection marked the nation Israel. God slew thousands of their enemies and provided for them abundantly. 

Persistent sin broke Israel’s relationship with God, leading Him reluctantly to remove His presence and 
allow their destruction. Just before the Babylonians crushed Israel and burned the temple, Ezekiel saw the fiery 
pillar lift up from the holy place and depart. For 400 years God’s visible presence was absent. 

But His love could not be quenched. With a tiny Baby’s cry, God appeared on earth once again. Love 
drove Christ to earth to be with His people, who once again rejected Him, condemning Him to die on the cross. 
And that event is where the Lord of life conquered sin and death, winning back forever a people for Himself. 
Christ rose from the dead with new life, creating a new people of God—the Church of Jesus Christ. 

When He ascended into heaven, Jesus did not leave His people alone. He sent the Holy Spirit to live, 
not among us, but within us. At the season of Pentecost, the Church celebrates its birth, when God descended 
in fire once again. To this day, God’s Spirit marks His people with evidence of His presence: powerful witness to 
God’s mighty works; divine protection against the onslaught of hell; transformed lives numbering in the hundreds 
of millions; transformed cultures across he globe; a conquest not by arms but by love. 

God’s love is beyond anything anyone could possibly fathom, but the Spirit of God pours it out on His 
people. Give Him praise. Rejoice in God’s love, a reality beyond comprehension, a possession that can never 
be taken away. The love that created the world, called and protected a people for Himself, endured their 
rejection and hate, then triumphed over sin and death is yours every minute of every day. The living love that the 
living God has for every single person He calls His own. 
 

For the Church at Northpoint, across the United States, and throughout the world: pray that according to the 
riches of his glory he may grant us to be strengthened with power through his Spirit in our inner being, so that 
Christ may dwell in our hearts through faith—that we, being rooted and grounded in love, may have strength to 
comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the love of 
Christ that surpasses knowledge, that we may be filled with all the fullness of God.     –Ephesians 3:16-19 

Prayer in Support of Ministry: 
• Ministry of the Word: Ask God to make us, not just recipients, but agents of His love. 
• Mentoring Ex-Cons: Pray that those leaving prison will learn to live according to the truth and love of Christ. 
• Missions: Pray for God to work in and through our coming ministries in Tuba City, Alaska, Barcelona, India, 

and Ethiopia. 
• Prayer: Ask God to increase and deepen prayer in our congregation to seek Him in faith for all things. 
• Vacation Bible School: Pray that God will call and equip the perfect team of leaders to form Jesus Christ into 

young lives during VBS week, July 7-11. 
• Summer Camps: Ask God to attend the summer camps for our students and speak His truth into their lives. 
• Graduations: Commit our graduates into God’s guiding care, as they move into the next phase of life. 

 


