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Hear the Word of the Lord

Again He said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to them, ‘O dry bones, hear the word of the
LoRD! ... So | prophesied as | was commanded; and as | prophesied, there was a noise, and suddenly a
rattling; and the bones came together, bone to bone. Indeed, as I looked, the sinews and the flesh came
upon them, and the skin covered them over; but there was no breath in them. ... So | prophesied as He
commanded me, and breath came into them, and they lived, and stood upon their feet, an exceedingly
great army. —Ezekiel 37:4, 7-8, 10

God'’s resurrection power has been active since long before Christ rose from the grave. Ezekiel's odd but
famous story is one of countless examples. Sin brings death but the Spirit of God brings life.

No one portrays God’s restoration of His people quite like Ezekiel. All through history, even to our day,
the people of God have cycled into sin and judgment, but God has brought them back to life. From the
beginning, humans have chosen death, but God has given life. What He did with fallen Israel after it
pined away in exile He has done again and again. And He’s doing it in our day.

Human potential is the “false god” worshiped in our day. Confidence in the flesh is bringing death all
around us, as our culture puts Christ on trial once again and finds Him wanting. But trust in Christ gives
life, when His people humble themselves before Him and acknowledge that He is LORD. Together, let’s
call on God in the name of His Son to deliver His Church from darkness and restore us to life and health
and power to live for His glory.

But God accomplishes mass transformation on an individual basis, and he’s filling heaven one soul at a
time. Pray also that God will lead you to those around you who need new life. Pray for specific people
you know to hear the Word of the LORD through you, so His Spirit can enter them and give them new life.

Believe that He can and that He will—through You. To the praise of His glory.

Hear the Word of the LORD (37:4). God’s Word has power to raise the dead.
* Ask God to reveal Himself at Northpoint through the proclamation of His Word.
* Pray for faith that God will use us to save souls and bring them new life.

I will cause breath to enter into you, and you shall live (37:5). God’s Spirit gives life.
* Pray for the Holy Spirit to give life to and through our ministry as a local body.
* Confess our sin of self-sufficiency, and ask for new and dependent life to grow in its place.

And I will lay sinews upon you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin,
and put breath in you, and you shall live (37:6a), God restores complete health and function to His
people (Ephesians 4:15-16).
* Ask God to rebuild Northpoint according to His plan, to reveal His will for our body, and give us
eyes to see and hearts to follow His will for us as His people.

and you shall know that | am the LORD (37:6b). God reveals Himself through His Word and in His work
within His people.
* Pray that God will reveal Himself to the world through Northpoint, so that all will know that Jesus
Christ is LORD.
* Ask Him to put specific people on your heart for you to reach out to.

Pray in faith, believing that Jesus Christ is LORD and that He Himself is at work in Northpoint, to exalt His
name, by saving the lost and sanctifying believers through the power of His mighty Word.



Our Plan Moving Forward
After seeking God’s guidance through prayer, reading God’s Word, and speaking with His people, our
Elders have established a plan for Northpoint to move forward as a church. It is essential to keep seeking
God as we pursue this plan. Here is a summary of how we’ll move forward.

Phase 1: Restore
* Relationships with people who have been hurt or alienated
» Staff confidence in their call from Christ, their connection to the elders, and their leadership role in
our body
* Our health as a body of believers in open, loving communication, both listening and speaking
Phase 2: Rediscover
*  Who we are as a body: Our uniqueness. Our call for the community.
*  Who God would have us to be: Qualities we can build on. Things we need to change.
* The drives, passions, and priorities God is calling us to
Phase 3: Rebuild
¢ Own, embrace, and communicate who we are as a local church
* Define, refine, and extend our vision for serving Christ
* Follow God’s call on us as a congregation, as our passions become our priorities and determine
our direction.

Prayer for Northpoint
Ask God to speak in our hearts and help us to hear and to heed His voice leading us forward.
1. Our Pastors and Directors: Brent Whitefield, Scott Williams, Terilyn Brown, Geoff Grant, Taylor
Mendoza, Tamene Menna, and Marti Wiegman.
* Ask God to use them to equip us to grow to be like Christ and to seek and save the lost.
2. Our Lay Elders: Tim East, Steve Flood, Mark Kiker, Mike Russell, and Vinoj Zechariah.
* Pray for a spirit of dependence that knows how to obtain through prayer what Christ has for us.
3. Our Church Staff: Michelle Balga, Bob Brown, Andria Brucks, Jacob Williams, Carolee Jefferson,
Josh Figureoa, Amber McEwen, Mark Norland, Corie Saunders, and Teri Vaughn
* Ask God to give them an increasing desire for Christ that spreads His love throughout our body.
4. Our Church Body: Pray for ears to hear God’s powerful Word and hearts to receive what He has
for us as a congregation. Pray that He will speak to us and lead us at all levels.
5. John Sloan, Brent Whitefield and their families: Seek God’s Grace and guidance and blessing
as they serve Christ in the churches where God is calling them.

Prayer Record
Note when and how God answers your prayers. It will help you to see that He really is paying attention.

Date Request Date Answer

But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. For as by a
man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead. —1° Corinthians 15:20-21




