September 23, 2018

Weak Made Strong
And I, when I came to you, brothers, did not come proclaiming to you the testimony of God with lofty
speech or wisdom. For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. And I
was with you in weakness and in fear and much trembling, and my speech and my message were not in
plausible words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, so that your faith might not
rest in the wisdom of men but in the power of God. –1st Corinthians 2:1-5
Our faith is in the power of God not the wisdom of men. The victory that overcomes the world is our faith,
not our powers of persuasion. God has called us not so much to convince as to proclaim. Jesus saves.
Our job is to let people know, and however God leads us to tell others, we do so in faith that God is at
work, accomplishing His saving purpose.
The first time Paul went to Corinth, he traveled from Athens, where he had received a “body blow” of
unbelief. The streets of Greece’s “culture capital” revealed its pagan heart, and encountering idol after idol,
deeply troubled Paul’s devout Jewish heart. He preached Christ as clearly as he knew how to the city’s
sophists and philosophers, but their response was worse than rejection. It was a yawn. “We’ll have to hear
you again sometime.” The resurrection Paul preached was nothing more to them than an odd curiosity.
Paul’s own testimony to the Corinthians was that he came to them in weakness and in fear and in much
trembling (1st Corinthians 2:3). The great apostle was anything but invulnerable to doubt and inner
trouble. But he was called and he knew his job was to follow God’s call and proclaim the Gospel.
And God knew when His child needed encouraging, so He reassured Paul in a dream that He was at work
through Him. Do not be afraid, but go on speaking and do not be silent, for I am with you, and no one will
attack you to harm you, for I have many in this city who are my people. (Acts 18:9b-10).
Our world has changed abruptly in recent years. America has turned a corner—deliberately—and left
Christ behind. We, as a collection of individuals, are the determiners of truth judges of right verses wrong.
Our Lord and Savior is an offense and a joke or an inconvenient reminder of something we’ve lost—
something we know we need but would prefer to do without.
In short, the society around us is in desperate need of the Savior and doesn’t know it. He alone can heal
the disease that afflicts us. Politics can’t fix it. Technology only amplifies it. Art and scholarship just
spread it. “What can wash away our sin? Nothing but the blood of Jesus”—and the power of God the
Son, who shed it.
Our call from God is to spread this Good News to the people God still has in this country who are his
people. We are the Church—the light of the world and the salt of the earth. We carry the antidote to sin.
And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which
we must be saved (Acts 4:12).
Do you feel inadequate? That’s just God’s way of telling you that you are. Paul learned this truth in
Athens. We need to learn it now. We have the cure to the world’s ills and God’s call to administer it. We
also have God’s Spirit and power to be effective.
Paul stayed on in Corinth and preached Christ in response to God’s call. Many believed. Many did not.
But the Church grew. It’s growing in us now and through us into the future.
In response to God’s call on our lives, we pray, listening for direction, looking for opportunities, and
trusting in God’s power to direct and effect change in the people He calls us to. That friend who’s spouse
just walked out … That colleague who just received a cancer diagnosis … The neighbor asking religious
questions … Those are opportunities to respond prayerfully to God’s call to tell them the news that “Jesus
Saves”—then watch Him work. To the praise of His glory.

The Work of God’s Spirit
But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because I
have rejected him. For the LORD sees not as man sees: man looks on the outward appearance, but
the LORD looks on the heart.” –1st Samuel 16:7
As we seek the Lord in prayer to use us to accomplish His eternal work in the world, let’s ask Him to make
us true believers, rather than people of external faith.
1. External religion assumes we have a right standing with God based on past religious experience, the
affirmation of others, or an occasional sense of peace.
2. True Christianity is an internal work of grace in our hearts that manifests itself in a singular focus to
glorify God.
3. Those who truly love the Lord defend his honor; faithfully build on his previous mercies; continue to
care about the things of God; and long to have a positive impact on the people of God.

Prayer for Northpoint
Ask God to bring true Christianity to our leaders and to us as a body at Northpoint.
1. Our Pastors and Directors: Scott Williams, Tony Chute, Terilyn Brown, Geoff Grant, Taylor
Mendoza, and Marti Wiegman.
2. Our Lay Elders: Tim East, Steve Flood, Mark Kiker, Mike Russell, and Vinoj Zechariah.
3. Our Church Staff: Michelle Balga, Bob Brown, Andria Brucks, Jacob Williams, Carolee Jefferson,
Amber McEwen, Mark Norland, Corie Saunders, and Teri Vaughn.
Ask God to show us the reality that He is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine,
according to his power that is at work within us (Ephesians 3:20).
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For everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome
the world—our faith. –1st John 5:4

