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The Fourth Sunday of Advent: The Love of God 
For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth is 
named, that according to the riches of his glory he may grant you to be strengthened with power through 
his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith—that you, being rooted 
and grounded in love, may have strength to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length 
and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled 
with all the fullness of God. 

Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to the power at 
work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and 
ever. Amen.    –Ephesians 3:14-20  
 

I can still hear my sister’s voice in the dark bedroom we shared in our house on 107th street.  “I can’t wait 
for Christmas!  Can you?”  Every year, every child’s heart echoes the same longing.  An inner yearning 
draws us toward the Big Day.  We “can’t wait” but somehow we must.  Time stands in our way. 

What we wanted was presents, but our excitement spoke of something more.  Not Santa—I’ve never 
believed in him—but it was a Person we longed for.  Someone special—one-of-a-kind and long expected.   

Presents under the tree are a very imperfect way of training hearts to long for Jesus.  But there’s another 
way to look at Christmas expectation.  Children aren’t the only ones who long for Christmas to come.  God 
the Father was longing too. 

In the beginning, God created a perfect world, and then He created us, out of love.  God’s first words to 
Adam and Eve, our greatest great ancestors, spoke of a gift.  He gave us the world.  Gift giving is more 
than a Christmas tradition.  It’s how God’s world works. 

God’s love is freely given, and He made us in His image, so we could freely receive it.  But when we did, 
we cast the Giver away, thinking we’d be more free.  The story of the forbidden fruit is no myth, like Santa 
Claus.  It recounts the moment sin began—when humanity cast God aside. 

From that moment, God has pursued a plan to get us back.  More than a helpless longing for some 
desired day, God’s love is a purposeful pursuit.  Without violating our free and independent will, the Father 
determined to bring us back to Himself.  In some unimaginable way, while we’ve been waiting on God, 
God has been waiting on us—intent on making us His own. 

After the fall, God reached out to Cain, who clung to his murderous way.  Seth’s descendants “called on 
the name of the LORD” but ultimately forsook Him.  Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD, but his 
children rejected the Father’s love.  

But God refused to let rejection have the final word.  He chose one man—Abraham—and bound Himself 
to him and his descendants.  To protect them from the world’s evil, He outlined His holy standards. 
Obedience would bring God’s blessing and disobedience His curse.  In this way, God reached out through 
His people to show the world His love and how He blesses those who love Him. 

God kept Israel separate from the rest of the world.  They were His people—a holy people—not to be 
stained by sin.  Their isolation protected their purity, but it shut out the world.  And God loves the world.  
The entire Old Testament tells the story of God’s love reaching to a lost world through His chosen people.  

Finally, the long-awaited day came, when God could enter the world to save the lost.  Born as One of His 
own people, His own people did not receive Him (John 1:11).  But God the Father made His Son’s death a 
sacrifice for sin, so that to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to 
become children of God (John 1:12). 

At long last, God could embrace the whole world, create His Church, and call us His own.  To the praise 
of His glory. 
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Prayer for Today 
 
We love, because God loved us first.  Ask God to fill our hearts with His love until they overflow.  Pray that 
we will love the Lord our God with all of our heart, with all of our soul, and with all of our strength, and our 
neighbors as ourselves (Deuteronomy 6:5).  Pray that this love that surpasses knowledge will draw us to 
God by faith and move us to reach out to the world with the hope of the Gospel.   

• Pray for faith that follows God’s leading and expects to see Him work.   
• Ask God to direct your heart toward someone He wants to embrace through you. 
• Ask for an opportunity to share the Gospel and the right words to say.   
• Ask God to use this prayer to reshape your life and redefine the culture of our church, so we can 

grow as people come to Christ through our witness. 
 
And pray for this revival to take effect in our church leaders and in us as a congregation as well. 

1. Our Pastors and Directors: Scott Williams, Tony Chute, Terilyn Brown, Geoff Grant, Taylor 
Mendoza, and Marti Wiegman. 

2. Our Lay Elders: Tim East, Steve Flood, Mark Kiker, Mike Russell, and Vinoj Zechariah.  
3. Our Church Staff: Michelle Balga, Bob Brown, Andria Brucks, Jacob Williams, Carolee Jefferson, 

Amber McEwen, Mark Norland, Corie Saunders, and Teri Vaughn. 
 
 

Praise Record 
Note when and how God answers your prayers. It will help you to see that He really is paying attention. 
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For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. For just as you were at one time disobedient to God 
but now have received mercy because of their disobedience, so they too have now been disobedient in 
order that by the mercy shown to you they also may now receive mercy. For God has consigned all to 
disobedience, that he may have mercy on all.    –Romans 11:30-32 
 

  




