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July 28, 2019

Weekly Prayer Focus
Abiding Prayer
Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither
can you, unless you abide in me. –John 15:4
Commentator Eric Metaxes reports that one of the first events to take place on the moon was when Buz
Aldrin took communion inside the space capsule, and then read the words of Jesus in John 15:4. At that
historic moment, he acknowledged Christ as central in one of man’s greatest accomplishments.
Christ has been directing world events, past, present, and future, working in the world and shaping
history through His Church. Our prayers have immense power, because Jesus is alive and listening.
Prayer teaches us to live in the reality of who Jesus is and how He works through His people.
Take in Christ’s words to His disciples on His final night before going to the cross. Then pray in light of
what He accomplished there—conquering sin and death on our behalf.
• I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. Jesus reveals the true nature of our relationship
with Him. He is the Source who gives life and strength and produces all the fruit in our lives.
• Every branch in me that does not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he
prunes, that it may bear more fruit. Christ’s hand is in every event in our lives. Prayer acknowledges
His right to do as He chooses with us. It sees His love in everything He allows to happen and
receives the good He intends for His children.
• Already you are clean because of the word that I have spoken to you. Christ made us utterly free
from sin and free to live at peace with our holy God.
• Abide in me, and I in you. Living free from sin by Christ’s power keeps us connected to His provision.
• As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you
abide in me. We are absolutely dependent on Christ for all things.
• I am the vine; you are the branches. Relying on Christ’s power is the essential reality of the believer.
• Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit. Christ alone produces fruit in us.
• for apart from me you can do nothing. Confess your utter inability to produce anything apart from
Christ.
• If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and withers; and the branches are
gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. Acknowledge Christ’s absolute right to judge us and act in
our lives as He sees fit.
• If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for
you. Praying in Jesus’ name means expecting Him to answer our prayers in ways we cannot imagine.
• By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples. Prayer owns
our role as Jesus’ disciples and rejoices in the glory He receives and deserves.
• As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love. We live in the reality of God’s
infinite, eternal, and unbreakable love for us now and at all times.
• If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father's
commandments and abide in his love. Abiding in Christ means exhibiting holiness in our actions
moment by moment, through Christ, who obeyed to the uttermost, triumphed over sin, and conquered
death on the cross.
• These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full. Through
prayer, God’s children daily enter into Christ’s eternal joy at all times and in every circumstance.
Abiding in Christ means living out His active presence within us as individuals and among us as His
Church—the community of the living Christ—praying with power and rejoicing in the praise of His glory!

Summer Prayer
•
•
•
•
•

Revolve summer ministries: Ask God to draw our college students close to Christ
Men’s Ministries: Ask God to lead our men to take their stand as men of God at the Men’s
Breakfast on August 17.
Women’s Ministries: Pray for the Pieces of Love ministry and the Christmas Tea preparations that
are under weigh this summer.
Prayer Ministries: Come into Christ’s presence as you pray together with God’s people every
Sunday at 8:00 AM and Monday at 6:00 PM.
Leadership Search:
o Pray for wisdom in selecting the Nominating Committee for new elders to lead Northpoint.
o Ask for God’s guidance in our search for a new lead pastor. Pray for a man who …
§ will equip us to seek God in His Word and in prayer
§ has a track record of effective spiritual leadership.

Continue to pray for our pastors and elders.
1. Our Pastors and Directors: Scott Williams, Tony Chute, Taylor Mendoza, Terilyn Brown, Geoff
Grant, and Marti Wiegman.
2. Our Lay Elders: Tim East, Steve Flood, Mark Kiker, Mike Russell, Vinoj Zechariah, and new
elders who come onto the board.
3. Our Church Staff: Michelle Balga, Bob Brown, Andria Brucks, Chelsae Grant, Carolee Jefferson,
Amber McEwen, Tamene Menna, Mark Norland, Corie Saunders, and Teri Vaughn.

Praise Record
Note when and how God answers your prayers. It will help you to see that He really is paying attention.
Date

Request

Date

Answer

And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, he has now reconciled in his
body of flesh by his death, in order to present you holy and blameless and above reproach before him, if
indeed you continue in the faith, stable and steadfast, not shifting from the hope of the gospel that you
heard, which has been proclaimed in all creation under heaven, and of which I, Paul, became a minister.
–Colossians 1:21-23

