August 18, 2019

Homeland Security
By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was to receive as an
inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going. … These all died in faith, not having
received the things promised, but having seen them and greeted them from afar, and having
acknowledged that they were strangers and exiles on the earth. … But as it is, they desire a better
country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has
prepared for them a city. –Hebrews 11:8, 13, 16
God’s story is a rescue story, and His rescue is a miracle. He saves those who don’t know they’re lost but
think they’re safe at home. The truth is hard to see, but God has His ways of opening our eyes to the
dangers of this world and the advantages of the next.
God’s rescue began with a promise. The world we live in is solid but clearly not right, so God promises a
world where sin no longer controls us, death no longer threatens us, and darkness no longer blinds us.
His promise gently reassures, “I have something better for you. Come with me.”
God promised Abraham—the father of the faithful—both a house and a home. To a man who had no
children, God promised countless descendants, and to his barren wife, He said, “You will bear a son.”
God promised them their heart’s desire, and they trusted Him to provide it. God reached out through His
promise, and they received it by faith.
But like a muscle, their faith needed to grow stronger. The soul’s alchemy—our growth in faith—takes
place over time and develops through difficulty. Abraham lived his life in the land God had promised, but it
never belonged to him. For a quarter of a century, he and Sarah grew older, until they were long past
childbearing age. God brought them to a place where they new they needed a miracle that only He could
do. Then He brought them to a place where they believed He could and would do it.
God’s miracle required patience. God placed Abraham’s hope in the future to keep him looking forward.
He fulfilled His promise to Abraham’s descendants, keeping him focused on another world and trusting
God for more than he could see. But all the while, God provided enough to prove His faithfulness and
keep him trusting.
Abraham and Sarah never saw the teaming millions who descended from them. But they held Isaac in
their arms. They never owned the land God promised them, but they lived there, receiving their every
need and being enriched at every turn. They didn’t live without doubt and often struggled in their faith, but
God never lapsed in His faithfulness.
Abraham and Sarah enjoyed “homeland security,” which means more than staying safe at home. It means …
• resting in a home that’s not in this world but in the next, an eternal home with Him. But as it is, they
desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one (Hebrews 11:16a).
• trusting God’s promise to save. Consequently, he is able to save to the uttermost those who draw
near to God through him, since he always lives to make intercession for them (Hebrews 7:25).
• believing His promise to keep us. And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will
bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ (Philippians 1:6).
• sharing our eternal hope with others. Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his
appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God (2nd Corinthians 5:20).
Christ lived for a while in our world, so He could make a way for us to live in His world forever. He
rescues us to make us rescuers for Him.
To the praise of His glory.

Prayer
Things are taking shape at Northpoint.
• The elder search committee has begun meeting to identify men they can call to join the elder
team. Pray for unity, clarity, wisdom, and direction for this process.
• The Church Assessment survey is available. Ask God to use this tool to shape Northpoint’s
ministry according to His call and for His purposes.
• The pastoral search committee is forming. Pray for a man with an clear track record of effective
leadership, who is practiced in relying on God’s power and is the right “fit” for our church.
As you pray, expect God to act miraculously for our good and for His glory.
Continue to pray for our pastors and elders.
1. Our Pastors and Directors: Scott Williams, Tony Chute, Taylor Mendoza, Terilyn Brown, Geoff
Grant, and Marti Wiegman.
2. Our Lay Elders: Tim East, Steve Flood, Mark Kiker, Mike Russell, Vinoj Zechariah, and new
elders who come onto the board.
3. Our Church Staff: Michelle Balga, Bob Brown, Andria Brucks, Chelsae Grant, Carolee Jefferson,
Amber McEwen, Tamene Menna, Mark Norland, Corie Saunders, and Teri Vaughn.

Praise Record
Note when and how God answers your prayers. It will help you to see that He really is paying attention.
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For he was looking forward to the city that has foundations, whose designer and builder is God.
–Hebrews 11:10

